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CONFIDENTIAL
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20310

IN REPLY REFER TO

AGAM-P (M) (28 Jan 69) FOR OTUT 684158 3 February 1969

SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, Headquarters, 10th Combat

Aviation Battalion, Period Ending 31 October 1968 (U)

B DISTRIBUTION o. ,."'3 .... , C%..
.; !.o:......................

14.!. Subject report is forwarded for review and evaluation in accordance

ith paragraph 5b, AR 525-15. Evaluations and corrective actions should

(Me reported to ACSFOR OT UT, Operational Reports Branch, within 90 days

1f receipt of covering letter.

Information contained in this report is provided to insure that the

~rmy realizes current benefits from lessons learned during recent opera-
ions.

3. To insure that the information provided through the Lessons Learned

Program is readily available on a continuous basis, a cumulative Lessons

Learned Index containing alphabetical listings of items appearing 
in the

reports is compiled and distributed periodically. Recipients of the

attached report are encouraged to recommend items from it for inclusion

in the Index by completing and returning the self-addressed form 
provided

at the end of this report.

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY: " ..

I l dKENNET H G. WICKHAM i FEB 271 90
as Major General, USA I-

The Adjutant General LU .
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CONFIDENTIAL

IjEij ' Ti T iJ,: T1161 AR;.Y
.U.i7RSM OT, Cui AViTION LATMAL]ON

ATO San Francisco 90377

AVGD-AE 9 November 1968

SUBJECTs Operational Report of 10th Combat Aviation Battalion for
Period Ending 31 October 196t RCS CSFOR-65 (RI) (:)

SEE DISTRIBUTIO1U

1. Section I Operatiohs: Significant Activities.

a. (C) General. The mrission of tho 10th Cor.1bat Aviation Battalion
6id not change 6urin this reporting pc.iod.

. (U) Per~cni:cl.

(1) Although arm infusion took plz:ce in the last qu<-2er within the
10th Pattalion, the batlion suffered -. e-cessivc loss of personndl
thi3 j-jicatcr. The pcrc.ntagc cf loss to those nuthori~cd by TOE during
the A1uu it - OcTober 1966 perioo is as follows:

Officers: 53.3- (6 4 mrn)

Warrant Cfficcrs: 26.7u (C5 men)

Enlisted on: 36.3 (439 nen)

The 10th Combat AvJ ation B!.tt,-ion ha. 32 Oific( ;-, 52 Warrant Of.. iccrs,
and 322 enlisted :-n DECS in the noi.lth of October alone. In the month
of November the battalion uill los, ;.n additional 12 Officers, 17 l.-arrant

Officers, and 151 cnlisted rmn. Rc;p1iccm(nnts hnve been, for the most
part, directly from flight school. Total repl.cUmunts for the quarter
wore 4 4 Offickrs, 3 W.xrant Officers, and 35b enlisted men. Of those,
22 Officers, 46 u, rrant Officers, and 225 enlisted men arrived in the
month of October ;lono.

() There continues t( :--e a need for non-rated supply officers, 14OS
761A, within the Battalion. The 243rd Assault Support Helicopter Company
has not bcen aug:tntcd with a TOE slot for a supply officer. One company
is now short a supply o. ficer and another company will DEROS the supply
uf'icir on 12 November 196L. This results in three avi-tors filling
supply officer pcsitions.

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR ITERVALS;

PCT- C-T'j -CON IDEN IALDECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.CONFIDENTIAL D DI 5200.10
Inclosure I



CONFIDENTIAL
AVGD)-AE 9 Novo;nbor 196e
SIDJECTs Operational RL,,;.rt of 10th Comnbat F.i'to attclion for

Peoriodi Ending 31 Cctcr 1968 RCS CSFOR-65 (Rl) (U)

(3) Chongcs in coi.mnd -mnc prir.;cry straff positions were as follows:

( ) On 13 JkuGust 196F. i1.or f-ocrt E. H-rris, 076197, assuwA
crueand ,of the 48th Assvult F,.oIicopter Cmpany friI 1lajrcr Jerry L. F inrbn,

(b) On 15 August 1968, I,.ajor ;.ndrcw J. Killer Jr., 0F102760, asumc~d
aomr.anci Lf the 28~1st Ass ,ult 11-licoptcr Con~p~ny from LTC Dcneld R.
Ruskauff, 0&5371.

(c) On 9 Septumber 196b, M 'ior Jerry L. FlcminE, 07535 , cssuned
duties n s the Battalion S-3 from LTC Rc.ntld L. &-'icr, 04009WL.

(d) On 11 Septerbcr 1968, 1,ajor P,%ul G. Strirgcr, 074542, rssumncd
c, .mtnnd of the 192nd ;LSICUlt He~licupter Company from XaJor Chaxls Wd.
',,iick, 071-294.

(e) On 12 So ptcvbor 19,t6, IL jcr Claude T. Ivey, O$'2t20, asaumed.
coirmic .of the 52nd Assault Helicopter Comnpan from Major Eugcnc 0.
h~iller, 0h0240t2 1.-

(f) On 20 Scpte;.b~r 196t, tL-jcr Ecgurton T. Crouter, 073656, a ssumed
c.-Lxi.anC of tht. 2h0rd Assaul~t Suppo.rt Holicopter Company fr=m M4-.r Bo;bby
R. b .thvm, olUL1057.

(j) On 23 SEptiu.br-r 1$i6t, Fajor John D. Recsc, 04s043760, assuzried
the Oduties z .s P-tta'12un S-L frcm Captain James D. CoveLy, o5L20130.

(h) On 2L Octr'ber 1566, , -jor Ribert B. Joames, 0O'117197, assumed
the duties as the Bat.Li-n S-1 from Major Bvbby E~. SincIlair, 0F1096h2.

ti) On 28 Oct 'be-r l96t, Cfcptp-in :Aillir'jn D. Killpcre, 0524r79, assumned
the cuties :a thc Battzlion S-2 fe'..m Vlaj .r PEtriok D. Stc)cktnn, 0551574.

()Un~it strctisths as -f 31 Octuiber 196k~. ?(inl 1).

(1) Ph;;sicrl Scurity: Curntinuu improvencnt of instp.1lation
Qlo-riscs thr -whout the 10th Gk~mbeat 1viati.,x Battalion marked this

rup rtinE pcriod.

(e.) Better quality pririeter lif-htinL hras bccn installod at critical
ir~s alont the sect.;rs of the Dong Ba Thin perimeter for which the

Eattaiion is responsible. A0.itiona2. concertina fencing has been crected
irn th Ijea(-quzrtcrs are-f

CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVGD-LEvMbr16
SUBJECT: Operpti .aI .cpcrt tI 10-Y f or t.vtn **vbr 16

Pcri<,, En,. in, 31 Oct bor 1 ft, P.CS rl.SFQR-65 (R1) (U)
(b) Thc 155th ltsrm1 t :>,lJc*-pt-r Ci n t n No Thut, RVYU,

froatly improvoC :hjir physiccl sEcu'ity incilitios c-urinr the last
quarter. hecre rccicrtina b-rn- rs svrE ctrnstruct&C, a CitiJ~ra1clay-
o-iure zints anc trip-flarxes hzave br_ .i. positic-ne, xrounc the prir.;cter,
new an: more efficient rporiimc.tur 1i~ htin, wais installed, -nC fivc new
bunkrs were c~nstructc-;C. A 20 mnc7n Lu1 rrcntoticn force ur s .-.r, nizec and
depJloyrer to nan Me- Thuat to Passist in the construction.

(2) Intclli! once ,mc Contr-Intclit~cnccs Durint: this qua-rter,
attacks on fricn: ly installations w~initiatcL mostly b,, loc -- f trcc
Viet Cng .

(a) There ivera twoc _ttacks Qn the 261st 1Assault Hclic';ptcr Ccnpjany
at ',,h. Tran , ?VN: Ore mrtar nn5 Lne 75ms r(ec iless rif le attack. The
first attcack ca-used i,nor eai~c to one aircreft. The soconc cause,-!
nejiative dacniap .

(b) Thu l51 th Ass~ult Hc1li*.ptur Ccumpany at 1Ban lie ThuAt, RIM', was
attackocL three tirecs durn the quarter: One 122arm r.cket, onL 75nun
recoilless rifle, cmd nre unrtar atta-ck in c nljuncti. n with a saplx
team robu. One aviot~x w.-is sli~htly injurer aan three UH-lHi aircraft
receivec raiin-r aj;c:c, cu--ri thu first attack. The. scconC attack causues
rdnvr La5XflCe to, three l4 th InfontrY Divisiun , -*rcraf t. I.E.an ,ur-inj the
third attack thre--e 114-1 zrcrf t rcc _vec rncr , ara( c. V,_ maj or _ ara( cJ
t, aidrcrrft or facilities was5 inflictc.- by either attack.

(c) A&n Bvsion -.n,* Lsc;%po SO? has been ccztj~ctcc a.nii ,crsonnel are
receiving incrreascr instructi.-n on E & E. The ixrnc f SIMDI, is
teir4 remn-hasizcc . Penst r..o leavin{ co untry 1:n R & R reccivo a special
SJJ2V. briefinj- prio)r to ((Cr,-XtuXe.

d (C) COioraticr-n.

(1) Plens: At the cluse of the rep~rtin(, perc<1 the loth C~mbat
Aviatiun Battalio)n is c.~mi-;un in[ an,' ceo:r. inatin[ the n-.issions f its
assigneC. units fr.-ri its Ibasu cexzip at Dmnt Ba Thin, RVN. Tho Forward2
Ta~ctical. Operati ns Cc-ntcr vas Cispi; cfci t, Ba-n YCe Thuot (,n 24~ .W ust
1968 tacciwn -.nc. c.ntrol 17th Coicat Aviation Grcup assets eomiitted
toD Task Force Spcilcr. 'Vth the to nnzti,.n of Task Force Spviler on
27 Octcber 196C~, the Fcr-ward TOC0 was returneL to Don, Ba Thin on 29
OctoDber 196b.

(2) Oi, rvti-ns: Units :ol the 1.0th Ccmbat A1viaticn 1:attz'alion continue
to provide avizcuon sul..aort thruhe ut the seven southern prcvince s of
the 11 Corps Tactical Zcne-. The Battc-_ian c~ntinues its suport to Task
Force South, a joint US, 0VT operation in the Lclat, Lac. Loc, Pha.n Thiet
rea, supl~trtinj AXVN Ran. .r =Cd Infantry unfts in ackCition to suip. ort

CONFIDENTIAL



CONFIDENTIAL

AVGD-I.E
SU"J1JECT: Operational Report of 10th CQ1,bat Av iation Batlo fo~i~br '6

.Period EDricng 31 October 1966 n1CS CSFOR-65 (Ri) (U)

provided to the 9th ROK Infantry Division (White Horse), the 22nd and
23rd 1.1VK Divisions, 5th Special Forces and Lenerral eupport missions
throuthout the rtvttzrlion a-ren of operation. No unit displacements hfve

o'~ron oir,,t>e qw..rten. The 92nd .'ssrult Helicopter Contpony
corjtinuue to maiintein A btse crmp Pat Dong Ra Thin but supports elements
of Task Force South from its forwcard -xea loczated nt ?no Loc. The
Fattelion coordinated rviation support of Task Force Spoiler F-t Be^n Me
Thuot provided by elements of the 52nd Conbat -Niati on Battalion and
266~th Combat Aviation Eattalion. ol" the 17th Combat Aviation Croup. Task
Fo.-ce Spoiler was form~ed in the early hours of the Battle of Luc Uap and
10th Gcaab, t Aviation Dnttaion was tasked to provide the ArnW Aviation
Llom.nt to coordino-te overall aviation rsts.

(a) Operationa-l rc suits of support to Thsk Force S3poile.r by 17th
Cortbat Avirtion Croip oIcmrents umoor the opo rotiorvc.l control of the 10th,
Co; .- t Avi, tion Bttr-lion arec as shown:

Sortie.s Troops Cargo Lifted Enesr Structures Sampans
Flown Lifted (tons) KBA Damn Lest Dam Dest

b,768 41,t 54 t,668 Unrconfirmed 0 0

(b) Operations of the 4tth kssault Relicopter Company: The 4tth
AHC continued its direct support role of the 9th ROJK Infantry Division
incluLing commuand End control, daily resupply, comtat ras.maults, extrac-
tions, adiistrative trcop Lovefiinta, VIF transport, convcy cover,
rL.connc-issence, a.nd ik-cticfal cri.erencics. Suport vins also rendered on
an indiviua-l rccuuvt b; si to US -nd ARMN units. The missions included
riedicrl ovzrcutic-n, gun-s'iip suppcrt m-d ass'st.-nce to c ut].ying Lutposts.
During the quert,.r, thc -hitc FC'rse, ROK Infrantry Division, supported by
the Is~th APC, killed 550 cncrry end captured 1L. '-Tcpons crptured: 213
ircn-dos, 130 crnl es, 10 noachine rvna, 9 wq.,rtm-rs, 9 B-40 rcckcts, 4s
radiosa rnd 22,321 r unds tf snail ,r..s aimiunlitio)n. A total of 32,577
s'rtj.cs were fl-wn, 51,379 troeps transpo)rtud P-nd 2,605 tins u±, cargo
lifted by thL Lbth kHC. 1,' ro thrn 2400O trcops f the 2bth RON Infantry
.Ro-imcnt worc a-irlift,:4 bk the- U~th AHC during offensive cpcrations in
t:., 2bFti R,:. i:.nt'. LO resulting in 26 VC M(1, 1 PCW, and the capture of
14 smll arms and 10 &renadces. l~ore than 3000 troops cf the 29th ROK
Infantry Regiment were --trliftcd by the 48th aHC euring e'ffcnsive
'mPerations in the 29th :Xegimnt's 1AO, rcsultinp in 22 VC K1u. and the
capturt. .f li sme ll rrms rAe. 22 renoades. Nine Viet Cone, wero returned
tc -vcrxnzent cntr 1 undecr the "Opco Arms* pr~krram. Over 1400 trc-cps of
thc 30th ROY Infantry 11tincnt wore cilfo'by the 45th ARIC during,
ADfonsivc upcraticns in the 30th Roimntfs LO reaultinL In 92 VC ICU,
end the capturL -f 12 svir.l rms and' 19 krona-des. In &cditi-n all three
ret ii(nts participa tot in a diivinion sized airriubilce ssnult. This
copcre .ti--n 13AM M 90 w- s Prceke<.0-ty a d~ceptive combtt assault west of

CONFIDENTIAL



CONFIDENTIAL

AVGD-AE overifLer 1968
SUBJ t=Ci Operatic4 &2 .eort of 10th rorn'c at Jviation rattalion for

Period !nrir4-. 31 Octoher 15bt -iCS CSFOR-65 (Rl) (T)

Dong Ba Thin. On 13 Cctober 1968, "E-A-T7 k L 9 started with an airmotile

assault on the "Grand Sormet", U~ 9tE L.5 arid othcr mountains south of '..ha
Trang, by t.he 30th V.- Infantry ' cfiment. The ottack wa-s bvcked up by a
coordinnted Eround assrult by the 2th -nd 29th rrginicnts to sorl off the
bcoe of the montdin corvpx. The purpose of this mission wees to close
ith and acstroy- the cncnvr thct hzoe domn'n t(-d the arca. for sev~r.) years.

On 18 OctoL~r 19068, 99 bmrxrcls of diLsel fuJl wore c ropt od Ly MI-i into
mn arcs- approxri.t.y 300 ~iitcrs by 120 nr.tcrs to to ignitQ by TAO tir

droppink. napralm to burn awt.y thr. vo.station rnd exposo the crvecentrtances
for etsy vntry, but this uffort f, il,; bLCeusU thc futA didi not burn,
'(Sou Lssons L,-rncd L;,ction II). On 22 October, CS bonts wcru dropped
by UI-LH on enemy positions in an cffort to force hizi to c. pos, hirisclf.
This tactic rlso frldbee:usc the hopicmac d&vicc~i m,7lfunctioned, (See
Siction 31, Lessons Lamedc-). -he oper,-tion achiL-vcd tho I ollong
results, 360 VC KIA, 9 FPO'J, cmptt'reds 92 sr,.ll =rls, 3/82sn mortars,
6/60mm mortcrs, 9/f.-LQ rockets, Z/RID,13, 8/U1'rs, L/Afl'Is, 22,321 rounds
of sni-.l -.rr.s -z-amnition, 814 rounds cl rrisccllr'necus -Timunition, 160
hand jrcnmds, 14 radios, 22 rifle r-nr-dcs, end 19 prc-t~ctivc mnsks.
The 46th A2C me-vod 4,387 trco'ps curing the operatic-n. The 48th AH4C rlso
accounted fLr 12 cn~ry killed t;, :ir during the qur-rtcr.

(c) Operm-ticns :f thL 92nd '--sr 'ult HIelicoptcr OComipanly: The prir-ary
irtisSien c1 thc; unit c..otinue.:. t - h Lj,.ncrn1 sup~krt o f the II Czrps
Trcticol Lone.. This iissi,n tirLC. i-ars diViCVc bctWccn circct suppcrt tc
Task Frce Suth zntd L~noral sup,,-rt idissions t-~ IFFV. Cine lift ships
MLic f,,ur gunships wcro c _rza~itt~.c_ t, TF S, uth frL m 1 August thr- ugh 25
Oct-be;r, when thc c~rm-,itt.rmnt was reuc.,c' by thrc liit ships nnd two
gunships. Those TF Smuth units included the 2nd LRWN Ra-nkgr Group, 2nd
Pzttalion, 503 Inf.antry, 173rd lirborne Bri cLe, 3rC !pccia-l Fo rces units,
mL: RF/PF units in Lan D-nL (B--- Lee) an(: Trc'yecn Due (Dlt) Prrvinccs.
The 92 nLi frucjUently lift-, as an!yW &s 1,000 I'S c.n(' - Tr troops cn sirnutan-
eus lifts. Thu unit wras a nneby nc: iumq hc-lic: ptars -.f the 2143re6

1,SHC ;n these (Jccssi.ns. The 92n( ,;qC prcVi' ,C-". rily support in the
f .rm cf s C ;vani. cm cntrcl .rcr, ft, tr -p lift, cextracti, ns, c~intat
assr'ults, r, supply, acicl vacu: ti ns, 12.' inscrti--ns ,nC c xtra-cti(ns,
"Sn(Ac.pyh rxis-i' ns, c..fly::' o-.vcr, rn Luriship sup!.rt. During the period
rany VIP's were trcnspxrtL( , incl'.inE the Socrctzary cf the Na vy %nd
Cunceral Creirbt.-n t.L . The unit flew 3,24j9 h..urs, 3,559 tasks,

9,142 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ LX sctc,1,l r Swrn it,29 tcns of carLo hauled, 143
',eiccl evacuation s perf.,rr,:c., -.nC. cxpcn, c" 236,700 7.62ar, r-unds, 1,738

r.,cketa, Mi( 2,3L14 4ocin reno1- es f-r TF S-uth. In Ca .diticn, tho 92n(- IC
flow suppo-rt f .r DSh. Il Crps ( Lxc, T1han Ra-nj , Dalat, and Nha T_'rnj)
I-CV Favy, rnC the 18th En, inc _r PrIf ze-. The 92nd LC flow 2,166 hours,
2,363 tcasks, 6,276 scrti-s, 9207 tr:,tps were lifteC, 193 tLns -,f carro,
hrulLK, 28 meic-l cvncwoti._ns pefreand cxpond,;C 1 7,bO rck..ts
rnC 1,90 L.Om~ r'.iincs in supoert ,f thesc ractivities. The unit's run-
ships %Is(, -vgm_-rt.0 the 155th JJ1C Luns Curini the Intt~.r part .f this

CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL

KVOD-AE 
9 1:,vember 1968

Sv1T:,'. Gperati onal !'.tport of ).Cth Cot bat kviation. ! ttaliofl for

Perioek Ending 31 Octob,.r 1968 RCS C3FGR-65 (RI) (U)

(di) Operations of the l$$t~i Assault Pelicopter ComipaflV This

quarter was characterized by the committm"2ft of the majority of the

units aircraft in support of the 23rc AMV' Division and Lth Infantry

Division operations. Several mr-jor comprny End platoon size operr .oi.ofl

were ccconiplishod. During periods betwccn lifts, nmrous Eagle flights

were conducted throughout the Brn Ko iuot area. In tdditiofl to support

proviauo to AIRVII cnd US Forces, the company furnished onAly an -Ircrrit

for (%ucxn& Duc Pnd Inrinec scctors. In cdoitiofl to suprortiflg Task Farce

s poiler c~urinC. th. V;ettc~ of Duc Lap, the 155th ik{C accomplishod major

l-ifts in .ui ' hon, Ch~.o '.'c znd nuneruus flights for SpocicJ. Forces

unitb~. &t 0105 hours on 23 ku~ust 1966, the BattlFe of Luc Lapy began.

The 155th kIC, tw~nty-ivo mile-s northeast, hnd funships on ation

within 30 minutes.* Continuous armed helicopter support was provided

throAghout the night. The unit provi-cdx 5 lift ships and 2 gunships

to reinforce the belCn~ue-ro.d cutpcsts. This was accomplishe6 in

spite of' intcnso jr.AxnQ fire. On 2L Aui~ust, 7 lift ships and 2 txrmed

esci~rt holicCptcra w, ro pruvided to rciftfcrcc the lesoiged forces. The

155th Li-iC ce:ntinued throujhuut the quartear to suppcrt this vita-l a.ction.

Unit --ircrnft sust:lna(1 rnat hits --nd 3 were lost LUj to enemy' rcticn.

Ccruaman& fand cc--ntrol Lirlift, combat assaults, P*Lple "sniffer", flare

ships, gunships, trc p lifts, extr2-,cticfl5, MRP eisl lti,-anets, Y.:,dicO.

evcvcuztiofl5, ee~le flights, refu6a,. movenents, convoy covers and VIP fli~hts

were aionE the mcny roles the lS5twi performed. On . of these VIP fithts

included trcnsportifl President Thieu, his st,-SfI Pnd party to Duc 1,-p.

Unit -ircr:ft flew 6693 hours, 21,224 sorties, 32,64~9 pscn~rs were

lifted, 739 tons of ccrfo ha ulcd, 72 ncduvac's were porfonrod, and the

E(unships wore credited with 72 ena.ryr killed. Thcse achiLvcmonts were

accomplished durilC Padvcrso weather. On 19 Au~ust, vhil e ngaged in a

comabat assault for B-23, 5th S~ccial Forces, & UH-lO received minor

dfleC4b from two rounds of small1 arms fire, however ono ermiuamber wns

se-riously wounded. 41,t 0700 hours on 23 1.ux4-ust, one UH-lC -unship was

shot down while eN rtinL hostilo forcc.s at Dxxc Lap. i.lthou h one of

the crew was -seriously wounded they amane ed to fi, ht th -ir way to a

f ricndly comjlound 100 meters away. Twcnty-ci, ht rounce of sr-Pll arms

and anti-aircr.-ft fire were rec ivec' that day. The follcwln'. dry a

troop cparryinL lift holc oitcr was 'crow ht ciovm by ontaW Lunners at

Due Leap. The -ir=rait crcshx -aid burneC' %ith f~ur passc-nLor fatalities.

The crew vins re;scue. -.nL vacvrc& to Ban NeL Thuot. Se-ven aircraft

werxe hit on the 24th of ;o.4 ust. !,t 1200 hours, 26 n.u ust, Camp~ Corycil,

home base for the 15&th LHC wts subjected. to 10 rounes of recoillose

rifle fire. One avia-tor wtes ehjhtly injured rnt 3 VH-lH helicopters

rxciveC minor c&=4a o. There wns lii ht (cm~e to other facilities.

On 27 iAu ust tw,. IH-lC unships wcrc riCdc 1cC'. by enemy unnors at Due

LP.- as they bc i rn a firin: t.ss. One aviator wa-s killed , two received

frciral injuries anC 'n Wflo ws ave' when r- bullet struck his ch%;st

txet ,ctor. The; two criplek unshiips return- to C;nmp Corycli. 'At

024.5 h, urs, 31 Luust. thc 155th cm,.;txnd wfs a{ .rin subjectedl to a
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122mm rocket attack. Th renty roiuics felil, 4nf lictin)- nii. r injurie-s to 5
P pcreonnul from support units -,n incurring minur c~eaaie to three 4bth

Infantry Division UH-1 aircrraft. At 1100 hours, 8 September, an a
return flight from Duc La-p, the 23rd kelVN S,-nior Advisor's aircraft
was forced down e-uc to unkniown ccauses. * he aircraft crc shed and
burned an impact ond -.1l aboard pvr: shod e"ccpt the two cnlistcd
crowiriumbera, who wcre scriously injured. Ge-n;ral Ln, thLe 23rd ARVIi
Division Cormande r, ran6 Colonel Szage, the 23rC i.XTiT S-nior ' Xvisor,
wore listed axi;ong thQ dead *c: On the -Jtcrnoon of' 23 Scptemb .r, v'hile
e-n~svc on r- C" in 'the Duc I.p area, a- UH-1H was Com-nec. by unony fire in
a laeding zone. 1s0 one was insured; iro the crash but -n cavir-tor wzs
sliehtly i.urod by a mortrar rounc'.. The Fiircr,-ft was &.srydby
fire .nc tkhc crev- wras not xtrr.cttC until s~vcraJ. hours later Cuc to
intense ouocsy fire. At 0220 hew's, L October, Camip Corycll wa.s &gain
aubjectcC to a. h-estilo attack. Forty re.uncds cf 60rmi mortarXs ane. 4 B-40
rockets fell on or n~er the coampoumL. Three aircrp-ft were slightly
Cecmc.ged an miner aza, was inflictc< to the compcuncd. Durin tho
attack a sapper tuam of two mcn pcncetrnt :c the cuter westcxn perimeter.
1Nhen they attcmpte:' t,-, cut tho inn.-.r fcnco, -uacrds -,n Post #5 heard
the noiaLe and firce t ha-nd flare. They sightQed the teem anc: cn4r'.CeI
them with 11-60 machine guns. The sappers disap,,corcd into the
underbrush, leaving trails of blood. Enony~ casurltics could not bo
determi.ned.

Wo Oprations of the 192nd &ssault Helicopter Cowpaiujs The
priry7 mission of the 192nd IC renraincc. the direct sup'nort of tho
3/506 Infantry, 101st Airbo-rne Division (Airmobilo.) in 1W McClain.
Support was also renCeromd tc. DSa II Corps and. rccurrinG missions wore
for Dalat 1UCV, Phan Ranr NACV, T-han Thiot 1I*CV an(: the 5th Battalion
27th Lrtillery. N(- niajor -por-titns wore cronructed: in .ugiust. On the
25th of Lutuat ai ma-jor co-ntrct wrs reatde with 7n cstinv-toe battalion cf
VC. The 192ncd LHC moved 2 canmpbnies int the vicinity of LN 8116 to
reinforce elements from BiMn Thuan Section. Gunships were used in ouppr-
ession of the enemiy. -M.~ lift was cckfpletol by 1825 hours. The 24b3rd
AMSC assisted in airliftinc the compries. Shortly after tho insertion
a night resupply was conduotxi to supp~ly frou~d forc"s with ammunition
and flares. The remainder of the qurart..r saw -i,-ht action in areas of
Oper,-tion ?icClain. ~iest c.:mnbat a-s.: ults wxr platoon sized and few
exceedud c~anny sizo. The only rijor cdrli.t wras made on U1 Oct 68.
It consistod ef elemionts frcm the 3/506th Infantry c-ni tho L/L4th ,,RVN
Infantry Pt~ttalioA. The laft bef an at 0600 hc~urs with an element of
the 3/506 Infantry socurinE a- terra-in feature at AN 0533 for a fire
support ba. After ccrpietio-n of the- FSB move, Qlements ef 'tho 3/506th
wore lifteud into cnapany site LLO's. The L/44th A'RVN was thcn lifted
in to completo the Joint US 1,014 operatic n. Op-ratic-ns fro-m 27 thrcu'Fh
31 Octeber were seve-rely hainpv-rodi by fuel ctntzdna tion f:unC. in 192n.
aircraft. During this pcriloC the c-lmpa(ny was c,-pajble of limited
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support only. The 392nd ANC issios cors2ted of conbat assaults,
daily resupply, inuertionA and extractions, convoy cover, gun hip
support, LRRP displacement, and flare crops. During this quarter
the 192nd accomplished the followings 30,964 troops lifteo, lL,719
sorties ilown, 748 tons lifted, 14 structures damaged, 6 sampans
desLroycd, and 12 onos killed. The 192nd flew 6,220 hours in support
of these activities.

(f) Operations of the 2tlst issault Helicopter Cxprny: The
2Elst A.H C continued in its primary mis.cion of gencral sup,,srt to the
11 Corps Tactical Lone. i saconacry niasion duriY* this period was
dir ect support of the 5th Spci-l Forces ( Project Delta ). During the
qu-rtor the 281st AJC Letivoly supported Task Force South, Task Force
Spoiler, Detachment B-20 and Company "E" 20th Infantry in AU Green.
Costal support missions throughout II Corps were also flown. The
2tlst AHC lift af-craft flow 4015 hours, had 2011 tasks, flew 12,663
sorties, lifted 25,162 passengers and 186 tons of cargo, and performed
4 ,.rdical evacuations. The unit hnd 6 lift ships hit by hostile
fire durint the period. Gunships accounted for 1197 hours, 667 tasks,
1815 sorties, 75 une killed, 51 structures rnd 4 samprns destroyed.
A totci. of 461,750 small arms rounds, 2,376 rockets -nd 3,682 40m
grenades wore expended. Four ginshfp were hit by ground fire with
no losses.

(g) Op-.ratilns of the 243rd Asrult Support H-;licoptcr Company: The
2Urd AMC continued in support c Task Force South with an average of 5
aircranft ccnt'ittod daily. Four aircr.ft were allcitcd to niwts in the Pao
Lo/Dalat ,area in support of the 173rd Brigade. One Pircr,!ft wo.s employed
in support of the 3/506th, 101st Airb-rne Division (Aizrcbile), in AO
McClain in the Phan Thiet area. Adeithnrl supprt wps rendered
to tho 9th ROK Infantry Division, the Lth Infantry Divisin, COORDS, 5th
Speciz.. Forces, and Darle Prc vincc P.'XCV. The 243rd LSHC augm-iented the
lift capability of the assault heL4 ccpter cmp-nis of the 10th Combat
LViation Pattalyn. !issicns .. .. cc;mbat ss'ults, resupply,
fire base niovs, refugee r.iloc-ticn, logistic operations, r'nd taotical
energencies. Sixteen UH--I tircrrit were recovered by the 2r3r ASHC
during the quarter. On 20 Oct )ber, between 0700 and 0730 hours,
CH-471. #66-19053 disappeared enr, Atc to Pan Me Thut. The last report
fr,.m the aircrft conmiandor fixoc[ his position as scincwhtrc in the Ninh
H(ia Valley (n a osterly course. 'No furth.r trpnsmissi ;ns were received.
Search Pnd rescue . ffcriz wore hamperu by worth..r for. three daoys. Lan
intensivc soarch ent rescue was c-dnuctcx by the US Arr and iJr Force
wherc weather p~raditted. ',io trace of th aircraft has been found ant the
crew, of five, is m.issing in action. Urn, t.aircrrft sustainoC 12 hits by
encny small arms fire. One avi:tor ws w unCed andi tvacu.ted to Japan.
The 243rd LWIC flow 3715 hurs and 10.598 s,rti~s. lifted 30,027 troops,
cn' hculcC 13,128 tns Jf cargo.
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(h) Operational Results (md c i)

at (U Trai.ncm.

()Truinin, has been characterizcd this quartur by increased umjpiLAn
on aviatioin training, purticularly on rulus of u emont cad gunship cr.'
dutiems. Formal clrsc on tho rulun of Lrngr4juf.vnt rnd twiship crorw dutioe
bavu basn addud to requirod trcainn autjucts, Unit conmcnd(.ra arc. incluing
In comutnd inforwition clhans ciacunsioiu on rulfu of Lt-Wt4, ..nnt at lu'ist
oo monthly in cMditioi to i, ono tinto cl'.aa coriductcd for l ptirconnul

this qucertor. Addition'. iitphl' @is hra Lcun. pl. cA oa thu BUL~'Ction and
trcirng of Luwship cruwu p~xticu4tirly in cre-w b.uti.s Lnd ttxeLt '.rt"LQMInt.
Addod to thuj 90 M~y st~ui6.rdizA'.ion chvcc rido is r.ri --vixn!.tion of thr,
Eunaip crows roiiCrc, rnd krowlc4u of cuipmurt ,-nd u.-ntcns, by a
qu.~dfi'xi Lwinnry inntructor pilot. C'uw1ti ,o to frindly I'orcu will bu
Qllminctud L~a a rioult of th. trninint bo~nt coriduct.

(2) St',Pdsrzliz.tioni The B~attalion StuwcoardiZtion Instructor Pilot
w"a ropl_.ce.- curint AwL , tt. Frbcouorit 2ittieon tmd trrining 'imilts vero ,'a' co
to thca oQzipmc~n Lurin( thl( q%'1Artur. A str~n' rrm~trttion Luidw on AI-1
crowm~abrr dutits, in! orrwtion on ua,. of thL L'f-IC hy rc.ulic Accumarltor
systmp 01a. r 50 4utstion ujxcminr~tion for Wh UH-iC, worco formu1t-tod,
uW ropru(:uo-% lor th cctp-niuo. Thu cj:;'uriin'.Lion for thi PH-iC is
boing copiu.- tq tho lot Avition I~rJ.:,u to bu v il~ by i-11Trj.
units. Nufrouse stn.riztion ritU.ic.' tiona one indormrtion from Fort
Huek,r, U IJIV, lot Avit.tion F~JL-, 17th Combrt Jbvir,.t1on Cruup, tanc thu 10th
Carzbf~t ibviction IDrt'.lj on y.riu r~aod tvA.J. 'Jhirty-fiv(u 5J1i' CnL2 11 a
vorv qucaliflu. by thv LtAA-..2iun 31"v, in -Aldition to osi,'Int,.r~rWg thirty-
f ivu, nircrtit copna'.nder, ii, country orintntJ on, rid 90 decy chuck ri, (.
1Mw~z-vt2.y 200 houri; i',r. flwai in sui.urt Qjf tA.6L PCitiViti.,i.
Incraaoi4 c14*atei-j wfe placed on vtrnciardizsti.n rid Inatructur pilot

0) &vwxr±, of unit turlint ep~asa ar discusgiad in pAraarrph*s

(a) 48th ;Losr.ult W)I.cjpt,,r CA pny Thv tr.Wnrq; prulrar: hco. boun
tu;arcd to pruvidu rq (xP26CeIr, roquiri uta~ wthin tiw; firat
wook in ouvmtry. On th, jub trc:ItdN~ hei hak. ospvcii uriphuloi. Cww4r
infermnotion, character gu.ddazicu, unrApt. and uvnqiun an,' CUR cl'iiaauu
have bvt~n conrduc ted. Supplumsntrl trndz1±n. uuch as thwuxoip'lqyiw.nt -,f
flarin and circrow Cution woe

(W4 92nd hAmanult Hi.lic'q'itur Cueiprj~ym Thtu li( turnuver cf
porsonntl durin4 the quix;t,r rcA(uir.,' SP XJr.l Uillnin -n rjiplr-cv mint
training, SpuciaJ. ol1ihnn.iu wasn placed or~ trA±:ling of unIt intrutcr
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pilots. One standerdization ond on~e i.nstructor pilot w~a trained.
Orientation, 90 cry standardization, -nd trcaition training into
gumahipe acounted for the 144l hours flcvnm in aviation training.

(c) 155th Lasault Helicopter Conpa:y: kvir-tion training included
amplayi'ent of flare ships, qualificration of aircraft coTnanders, admin~-
istri-tion of quarturly check rides, and on the job trrinin& for croim1rjrs
and maintennce personnel. 4,1 othor trni. ingt ro uiroiiinte wcro mret arx4
aupplconcntta1 c1ases in many aroas wcre conductc.d.

(d) 192nd Assault Helicopter Conpcnys ScheciulLed clrsr~cs in compl-
iance with diroctives from hifhcr headcquartors have continuod throughout
the pcriod. In ivgust, rviphtion tra-ininE, character guidance, cctizntnd
infortvation, urvivrl, civil afft-irs, sctfoguardinC defense information,
and suntry d~uty clrasos wcro conducted. During the rost of thu quarter
trtining in thu Code of Conduct, Geneva Conventions, wea pons qualification,
survivrl, tacnpo cmd evasion, rnd CFR was accomplished.

(u) 2b1st Aault Helicopter Cci&ipnys Avi-tion trnining w, s infu~nc(-Ec
by th(, rotation Lf mny xpexincci personnol to CMUS. As a result,
t~xt,_aivc- tr-ining waa accomplishod to raise the cxpc ri-oncc 1ye).. TraininC
w-s cv~nductod in n±Lht op,rati~ns, inclaeing combat assaults, end identifi-
crtIoan &nd .rigt~snent of tarpets. Cleases on flight safety mrnd
etandardiZLtion flights were also conCucted. Other tr,.ining included
CBRp wapons safety -nd hi-.dlin6, first ,id, e'scm pe rnd evnsion,
charactcr 1.uidanco, ana surv val.

(f) 2L3rd 1,svult Support Helicopter Ccrpcny;: hurnf the ;uc-rter,
throc attnexrd RNJ instruitent tickcts and th~eo ta~ctical- R^H instrument
tickuts were renewed. Chock rides wcre eMcintstered by the 10th Con1~ct
hAv-i.ctlon PattaLon MP, unit SIT end unit IP's. Six ncwly arrived evia-tors
vcro sitnod off ta opra-tion. 14y quclified. One uniit SIP and two IP's
were trninoc.. Zirht aviators wcrc. rrde Fircraft corn-ndX.ra. The unit
continuaC. its cross trc-ir-inG of rncn-rvinter crcwr'icrnbers. Culific-tions
in iUdiV.'iUr-1 r-n crew scrv.. w..r-pcrs w.rc rrclriplishcc'. Monthly classes
in standeroination rmni scAfety wcre cvn(.uctc-d. 1.11 trai~ning req~uirements
in nvn-cavirtion sutjccts vcro rn1so mto

(1) 1aJor lojiotlcs efforts aurinC this rep('rting pcriod have been
directod towearo

(a) Dust auprosain and !bLi3. stablization
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(b) Raplr-cin&- unscrvicerbl- tentage at Anon Trhjo-t with WAPTOC builctin~s
uwith mc.tal r.~cf md Yc od floor

(c) Inmpruvin , ovcra2.1 riPintenonco oper, icn

(d) Pr ,curcment and issue of n~m-ncx fliLht suits, fliLht Elovcs, and
fliht helmts,

(e) Supp,;tilL the novfxr-mnt .f the lot Cav,-r-i7 Tivisin (Lirmcbile)
thruu~h the bett -n ror. of cperati ,n

(2) VOL, 500 tarrels of pens. prime has been shipped to Than Thiet
for dust suppression. Noccessary requ.sts have broun submittcd for a more
permanent type soil strblization, and is rwaitinf, USJI aproa. 2
barrel. of pena primie wts ordcrcd for Ban Yo Thuot where an effectivo
pro~ram in dust suppression has been initiated.

(3) Services: Efforts -o being mnde to rcplo-cc cenera-l purpose tents
of the 192nd "snult Hulicoptr Co~tp~tny it Phan T'hiet with metal covered
WABTOC buildings. I. plan ha's be-en rpproviA by thc Phan Thiet Base Develop-
mont Board for this project -and a request fc-r construction has been submitted
to USARV.

(4&) IkAintenancc.z 1. CI.IX team was Irmcd at bottalicn level aind --!I
units have been visited. TbL a type ;f nssisttancc has ir--v..d Yi.(.st effective
in educatint. now p -3-onncl, and minteninnce within the battalion has
improved. Return ,Lsits hcave reflected c mearked iripr. ven.cnt over initial1

visits. Iiit -ncc pe-rso-nnel now scok the help of the tens in settinE
up and maintainii; bettur P~LLs, TAMER forms and schttuJ,-d maintenance.

A laera pats sarc byth~battalion teamn has rosultcc. in rcc'ucinrv
dCown time on Lroufld au"'purt Ocquir! .nt anc' vehicles.

(5) Suiplys Numcx fli ht clothinE hns beon rcceivoG - by the battalion
S-4 and is being7 issued t allU coi:nios. N,1-manc fli(ht &lcvcs an. s-on
glase cuntinue tc present a proble-m. Evcery effo.rt is beinE marde throup'h
channels, to draw n mex 1-vus or an accuitable substitute, and snm i lassos.

(6) Supiyorts The S-L lacti-'n is jresotly sup-,oYrtinf the movement of
the lot QavcJ-Ury Divisi ,n k. irmobile), which startuk 2f8 Octo-bor 1968. Three
a&Xltie-nal mini 1Kcrts were act up at Dc-n; Br. Thin and nine additional

&refueling points a.t fhen Thiet. Hot meals, transient billets and aircraft
rparts are provided on an as ncedod baasis as well as aircraft recovery.

The operation to date has boon smooth with no difficulUes encountcrcd*
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(7) The 192nd JHC experinced a cumpltL. grCunding -f il its operat-
ional aircraft. Over an eleven day period aevn precautionary l:ndings
were cxecutoC rosultinL from a nystcriuus erosion of Lngine power* Fuel
filters and fuel control servo filters were inspected in these aircraft
and found to contain dirt, rust and in some cases a slime like substance.
Refueling from thb mini port was terminated until the fuel could be anaysed
for contamination, Semplcs were taken from each cf the aircraft and
storage tanks loccatod on the beach. The fuel analysis labcratory found
-_ll smples were en grade except for samples taken from the bottom of the
storago tanks, which had some salt water contriaination. Fuel CLls were
examined and sevcr.l aircraft wore discovered to have residuc in the cells
that sLomOC to be hold ti the bottom by a sliM substance nimiliar to
that fcund in the filters. Sanples were taken and sent to the ArM
Floating Aircraft Maintonaco Facility in Vtmg Tau. Initial observations
of these samples indicZtd that a fungus or yeast was presort. TQ this
date there hs been no krowth from these samples under lab cumitions,
c onsoqucntly it has not boon oastablished that there wors orgnnic matter
present. Rcmoval vf this fuel cola centamin-tion was Cne using ap1rcoxi-
matoly 20 6allona -f isuprupyl alchul per aircrcft and JP-4. Sinco all
fuel cells hc.vo boon cloened there bve bon no cnwine problera similiar
to those prior to the Lrcunding of aircraft,

(8) The 100 h ur inspocticn of tnil rvtor hubs cl.ntinues to plaegu
unit availability with excessive down time at the periodic inspection.
Twice euring the quarter the Foneral support unit has had work stoppac,
while awaiting ports for two hundred oz more hubs found defcctive during
the 100 hour inspection. UTH-H mast assemblies hrve caused n similar
problca duo to the "numbor of aircraft down saiultzneously for the 1100
hour perioeic. This conponcnt has, -'rnc still is crusin. excessive Cown
time but this problem h,.s been somewhat rlleviato by the Gen ral
Support Unit's recently initiated overhaul and return to service program.

(9) iircrrit status c s of 31 October 1968 (incl 3).

(i) .l1 aircr:L.t in the aasigncd units have 4ain exceecd the allotted
flying hour jrotrca while continuint to m zJntain a satisfactory pe-rccntage
ol availbility. For the qurr'torly summary of nciatenance data on the
flyinj hour proL ran, Au ust throu. h Octoberp, inel 4. A

g. (C) 0rganizationo

(1) The assigned aviation companies r-eined the same during this
period. j

(2) The 170th Assault Helicopt#-r Company was placed under operational
control of the 10th Combat Aviation Battalion on 24 Avsust 1968 and was
releas(d from OPCCN on 4 October 1968.
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(3) In accordancr. with pcrar.ph 2 Gencral Or(er nuzibcr 82,
Headquarters, 17th Combat Aviation Croup, dated 5 October 1968 the 348th

P 2 Aviation Support was attached to the 10th orbat Aviation Battalion
effective 25 Se'tember 1968.

h. (U) ivil Affairs. During the past quarter, units of the 1Oth
Caohat Aviation Battalion have supported a number of civilian institutions.

(1) The 192nd Assault Helico,.tcr Company has contributed to the
rchabilitatlng people in a Fhan Thiet poor house. The theme of this
effort was Lo assist the p;oplc in helping themselves, rather than just
giving, in the name of charity. Facilities wcro repaired rnd showers
installed and a barber shop was set up for the occupants.

(2) The 155th Assault Helicopter Company took up a collection to
help the children of a Ban Me Thuot orphanago. Y tntal of $199.00 was
donated during the quarter.

(3) During the month of August four aviators of the 92nd Assault
Helicopter Company initiated a scholarship fund, using volunteer donations
for the purpose of helping deserving high school and college students
from the Cam Ranh Bay area. Te fund, entitled "The Pat Ward Memorial
Scholarship FundO, is in memory of SP/h Pat Ward of the 92nd who was -
killed in action 22 August 1968 ne:r Di Linh, RVVo. As of 16 October the
fumd is b ing used in support of 2 Victnnmese F.irls attending the Girls
Public School of Dalat and 3 Vietnamese boys attending the Boys Public

* School of Dalat.

(4) The 243rd !ssault Sup.ort Helicopter Conrp:ny is helpinL to support
* -an orphanage near Dong, Ba Thin.

(5) Ndicl ad was -lso ivon to Vietnamese citizens in the Dong Ba
Thin and /Ehan Thiet ,rers. The aid was in the form of immunizations and
routine sick calls. A total of 1,696 patients were treated in Lho past
quarter.

h* (U) Sureon.

(1) The activities of the Battalion Surgeon consisted of advising the
commander on medical matters, coordinating and supervising the medical
facilities and activities of the battalion, providing emergency and routirs
medcal care for Headquarters and Headquarters Detachment and other rS
forces in the Dong Ba Thin ares, and monitoring the battalion enviranmental
sanitation and nutrition. During the last quarter it was discovred , duding
a post aircraft accidont physical exarnation, that a door gunner had
defective depth perception. After a rapid spot check with other flight
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sur eons in the battalion there was sufficient reason to believe that
there were a number of cr.w chicfe and door punners with defective vision
of one variety or another.

(2) During this quarter, over three-fourths of the crow chiefs and
door Cunners were checked for visual acuity, depth perception, periphoral
vision, and color vision. It was determined that 10.7% did not have 20/20
vision and either needed lassos or needed their proeent &lassos changedo
2.3% faiLl;d the depth purcoption tests, end 8.9% failed the color vision
tests. There wore none who failed periphoral vision tests.

i. (U) Information.

(1) The 10th Battalion public information proFr-m continued to provide
coverage ol events occurine at the Dong ra Thin complox and outlyinC unit
A~reas 9

(2) A bi-weekly publication M VAGAOD VOICE is published at battal-
ion level and contains informatin of Interestho commanders and personnel
in the battalion. It also cssists in the dissemination of ccmmand
information.

(3) Following PI releases fd? the quarter processed through headq-

uart eras

(a) Number of printed releases 9

(b) Number of pictoriAl releases 20

(c) Number of hometowm relenses 36

(d) M!ber of hmctown pictorial releases '19

(u) Number of taped interviewa 0

J. (U) Saft. From the aviation safety standpoint, an undesirable
trend in accident prov~ntion hes been established this quarter. Because
of inadequabt infusion of aviators during the pest calendar year, there
has been appreimately a fifty (50) percent turnover of assigned aviators
during this quarter. The sudden ifltm of inexperienced aviators Just out
of flight school has led to a drop in the pdlot proficiency level within
the battalion. Consequently an increase in a rcraft mishaps is being
encounteradj end more can be forecasted %til a high degree of proficiency
can be attained by newly assigned personnel. Units are encountering
nWriad training and safcty problems as a result oX the loss of experienced
A;ircrel't Ccroianders and Lnit instructor ilots.
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k. (U)

(1) Detailed attempts to obtain ARC-102 antenna kits in an adequate
quantity for installation in the 10th CAB helicopters have been successful.
Vnits have an hand an adequate quantity of the necessary RT units, antenna
couplers and control heads for a high frequency radio capability through-
out the battalion, but the antenna kits have, not been forthcoming.

(2) A GIM-6 low frequency radio beacon was obtaincd for, and installed
by the 155th AHC at Ban Me Thuot. Also a new airfield control tower was
established at that location with technical assistance provided by the
155th AHC.

(3) Airfield control tower responsibility was transfo~'red from the
10th CAB to the 326th Aviation Support Detachment at Dalat Camly Airfield.

(4) A voice solo user circuit was effected between battalion head-
quarters and the h8th AHC at Ninh Hoa. This circuit now satisfies the
goal of a separate sole user voice cho.nnel from battalion to each of its-
companies. Also acquired was a hot line concept telephone circuit for
the battalion commander and primary staff from headquarters directly to
Cam Ranh LD switchboard, bypassing Dong Ba Thin switchboard. Thin results,
in addition to a more punctual rcsponse for distant phone cals, In
another backup link, supplementing high frequency radio, should Dong Ba
Thin switchboard become unable to accommodate traffic.

(5) ECOR' assistance was received in a request for technical assis-
tance to improve the transmission quality of the TRC-1h6 high frequency
radio.

(6) Effective communications checks were accomplished between
Battalion Headquarters and companies using the KY-28 voice scrambler.
One KY-8 ground mode voice scrambler has been received and put into
operable condition in the Movements Control Center at battalion
headquarters.

1. (U) Chaplain.

(1) The 10th Combat Aviation Battalion Chaplain, during the quarter
has conducted a total of 24 Sunday and 65 weekday Catholic services with
a total attendance of 1785 solCfiors. Additionally 4 memorial services.
were conducted.

(2) Services were conducted in Dong Ba Thin, Phan Thiet, Ban Me
Thuot, Ninh Hoa, Nha Trang, An Hoa, and Bao Loc to units of the command.

(3) One hundred twpntv (120) counsel interviews were conducted by
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SUBJECT: Operational Report of 10th Combat ,viation - ttalion for Period
Ending 31 October 1968, RCS CSFUR-65 (Rl) (U)

2. Section 2. Lessons 1earned: Coriander's Observations, Evaliations,
and Recommendations.

a. (U) Personnel.

(1) Clerical Personnel Qualifioaticns.

(a) CL6RiViTION. Clerical personnel arriving in this organization
do not possess the basic requireients listed in iA 611-20.

(b) L,LU, TIOJ. During -he quarter this battalion had ruceived
numerus replacements in iiOz 70AiO and 71820. Most were unable to type
ur at best typed 15 to 20 words per minute. They also showed little know-
ledge of basic correspondence procedures. Effective utilization was im-
possibl without OJT, and as many of these individuals were to replace
losses in more advance NOS (71B30 and 71H20), the quality of adinistra-
tion has suffered during this quarter.

(c) RECOiW,!iDZ-TION. That those individuals attending admnistrative
NDS producing schools in CONUS be more stringently graded. When their
advancement is luss than average and the acquired kncwlcd -c :r skill is
not in keeping with the standards of the MOS, recomend they be awardled
a lesser skilled speciality.

(2) viatr .ssi,'rxment to CH-47 Units.

(a) OiSLRV,,TIOJ. CH-47 units receiving newly rated aviators as
culpared to expcriencdd aviators.

(b) EV: LU,,TiON1. U'wly rated aviators arriving in unit at the sarie
time, place a heavy burden on the If's and C's. The new aviator has to
be flown with an I? for a rminumum of 25 hours prier to being released
as an operational pilot. Ncrmally, 500 hours is required before the newly
rated aviator can be considered for training as an aircraft conimander.

(c) R CO±~hDTii. That newly rated and experienced aviators
be assigdned to CH-47 units on one to one ratio. Space the influx of
pilots su as t ive tU.c units sufficient time for trainin.- prior to
receiving others.

b. (C) Operations.

(a) Aerial Drop of niesel Fuel and Gasoline.

(a) ObLLRVATION. On 18 October 1968, during the current division
sized combat operation South of Nba Trang, the 48th Assault Helicopter
Company was required to drop 55 gallon drums full of diesel fuel, rigged

16
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Ending 31 octob-r 1963, RCS CSFOa-65 (RI) (J)

in cargo nets, 3 to a load, c-rricd externally, over a dusignatc area.
The alrcrtft, six UP-MHs, flow in trail formation aid wore guided from
ean observation post to the targcta,d toln when to releasc the loads. The
purpos, of tac 'rop was to allow th,. dicsul fu~l to spread ovwr a large
area, then b, ignit d by nrpaln when dropp ec by Tactical Air, thus burn-
ing away foilag. -nd exposing cave entrances, etc.

.(b) EVALUATION. Th. aircrait raust travel ,at -pproximatoly 60 knots,
at 500 foot to adcquntuly prform this mission. A total of 99 barrels wore
dropped in 33 loaw-s which included 33 sets of cargo nets, slings, aid hooks.
The t- rget area was not satisfactorily satur-tad with th . fuel due to the
inaccuracy of the nothod used for dropding arno- therefore Kid not ignite
when napalm an, bei bs were dropped on the area.

(c) RECO ,wMMATIOi,'. That ground troops uco flame throwurs, or napalm
be deliv.rud by Tactical Air and this method of fuel drop not be used.
Exposure of aircraft at los altitude An airspeed plus loss of fuol, slings
and nets is not satisfactory for the results receivoe.

(2) Aerial 0S Gas Drop.

(A) OBSERVATICM. On 22 October 1968, during the current 9th ROK
Infantry Division sized operation south of Nha Trang,this unit was re-
quired to drop cas's of CS gas granades from the aircraft, at altitudes,
which were designed to break on impact allowing the grenades to explode
throughly Cisp nsing the gas in the area.

(b) EVaLUATION. This field cxpediant gas dispensar is unsafc for
drop fro. 7ircraft as presently dosigncd. The cormvn pins are pulled and
if any grenadc is turned in si,'e the box, it cpn ignite allowitg the gas
to Lscape Li the aircrift and st?.rt a firu. DepeNiug on the location of
this box in the stack and the renction time within the aircraft loss of
aircraft anc' crew is possible. Four such boxes did ignite when pins were
pulled, one i-.du a M14-lH and 3 others in the pickvup zone. This box
(device is very similar to the E158R2 CS gas .ispbr.sor manufacture and
designed for helicopter drop. The L158R2 is oresently available ane on
hand in RVN.

(c) RLC0O.:D TION. That the b-x device net be use.! ant aU but use the
properly designed E158R2 CS gas C'ispeisor as recomnEnde:' in TM 3-1325-
232-12 dated November 1967. (This itemn is also referenced Li quarterly
report dated 31 July 1968).

(3) 6.

(a) OBSERVATION.. 9th ROK Infantry Division personnel rapelling
into upreparod LZ's while on combat assaults take an averge of 5 minutesCONFIDENTIAL
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Ending 31 October 1968, RGS CSFOR-65 (RI) (V)

per man to rappel. They are hesitant to rappel from both sides of the
aircraft at the same time due, in part, to inadequate training. On occassion
the terrain prevents use of both siaes of the aircraft.

(b) EVALUATION. During training prior to a recent rappolling opcration
proper rappelling equipment was not available. A one inch rope with knots
was substituted. It w,s found using this rope ond a hand over hend method
that the time for one man to rappel was decreased by one half (2 minutes).
It was further noted that personnel wore not hesitant to exit fron both
siucs of the aircraft simultrnously. The time over the MZ was decreased
by approximatly 12 to 15 minutes ptr sortie thereby, decrcasinE. aircraft
and porsonnul exposure time.

(c) RECCM .1.DATIO0;,. TW t th . hand over hand knottd rope ncthod be
cxperimentud and develcp,-c, or possible utilization by untrained personnl
in rappelling operations.

(4) Night Resupply by CH-47.

(a) ODSERVATIO'. ?roblems ocountcrea by delivery of sling loads by
C1-7 into dusty areas at night.

(b) EVALUATIOn!. Night operations into dusty areas have sevcral
inherent problems. The w ost hazardous appears to bc encountering IFR
conditions uve to the dust obscuring all rferencus. The use of the air-
craft lnoinc liht increaises th glare when the cust begei.rs to billow
around the aircraft durint load touchdown.

(c) RiCO;., E-:DATIO.. When possible, illuminate the lending zone well
,nough so that the aircr-ft landing light will nt have to bc utilized.
Place another light on F refercnc. point well forwaro of the point of
t-uchdowr. V.ith the usL of this lighting methoc, visual reference can
m.ore easi13 be maintaincd with the point of touchdown rnd the reference
p(,int in the distancc,

c. (U) Trainint.

(1) FliLhr, Trcinjri and Stndrcizaticn of Newly Assij.ned .viat(rs.

(a) 3BSERVATI(. T. iiass exodus vf well qualifiXc aviators durinE
the quarter imposed a Ereat burdon on the f1i'-ht standarcizaticn prorxn.
The :.,ajority of irncomine ,vlatcrs are recently tut of fli(;ht school. A
prun(,unced drpj in rhe experience level in the battalion occurred. An
undesirable situation 1 as evolved, whore units must compromise quality
by utilizing inexperienced 1-vlators tc train replacements.

CONFIDENTIAL
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(sd) rALU,.ThUi. A minimum of one standardization Instructor Pilot
and three IP'S are needed in each unit to train incoming aviators. Due
to high operational comcittments, neither aircra.ft nor pilots have been
available for IP qualification, The high incidence of aircraft mishaps
and loss has also retarded progres.

(c) hECOIOXNDATION. That instructor pilots be trained in CO 1S whore
time and assets are available. That these individuals be closely managod
by USARV to maintain ar acceptable level of qualified instructor pilots
throughout RVI4.

(2) Stnndardization of UH-IH Trcining.

(a) OBSEKVATIO. When optr:t .d at light gross wuight, with the
battery in the rear, thu UH-lH has a pronounced nose high altitude.

(b) EVAUJATICN. During lrndings thu nose high altitudc rcstricts for-
wa.rd visauility and the danger of striking obJ;cts with the tail is in-
creased. DurinC pick-up to - hovur an undsirable nos( pitch up is also
cruatcd.

(c) tECOMENDATION. That th. battcry be placed in the front for
normal opr .tions and sand eags cc placed buhind the pilot and co-pilot
se~ts during auto rotation training.

(3) Cre.whief and Doorgunner Training.

(a) OBSERVATION. That COMUS sholhd trained personnel bc employed in
thusti positicns rather thian on th, job trained personnel. Both re being
useC at pr(isont. Furscnnol are arriving xn th, theater in insufficient
numbers to fill the quotas of ths aviation units invlvud.

(G) EVAATION. Due to the heavy operotional c-)rrittmcnt r-quiring
thu use of all available experienced cof-wchiefs and doorgunncrs n - caily
basis, thu current pulicy , f units tr-ininE soiae of th,_se no-n on a rcgul-r
basis is at best cuibersome, and the result is an inferior end product.

• (c) RP*CMWMIODAflON. That the oersonnel be extensively trained in
CONUS prior tW their arrival in-country as either crewchiefs or doorgunners
and that these personnel arrive in sufficient numbers to replace the
persunnel departing for CONS, to. allaviat the curr .nt deficit
presently in aviation units.

d. (C) lntellience. Securty Fores at Outjvin Units.

(1) OBSERVATION. Tht. shortage of security force personnel at
cutling units is critical.
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(2) EVALUaTION. Flight personnel have had to take over security
positions previously manned by security platoons or excess personnel. iir-
craft crewman are performing their normal duties during the day, and then
piriorm as security guards at night. This results in their being inefficiet
the following day. This loss of trained cromen hinders the accomplishment
of the unit's mission.

(3) ICO'jkNDATION. That security forces of 35 men each be attached to
outlying units and that vacancies due to DEFOS or casualties be filled as
they occur.

e. (U) Loi'istijcs.

(1) Fuel Cell Contamination.

(a) OBSItVATION. Over an eleven day period the 192nd AHC experienced
sveral precautionary landings executed as a result of a mysterious erosion
of engine power.

(b) EVALU,,TION. Fuel filters and fuel control servo filters were
inspected in these circraft and found to contain dirt, rust and in Wome
cases a slime like substance. Fuel samples were taken from each of the
aircraft, and from thL storage tanks and dispenser nozzles of the local
mini-port. Lccording to the fuel analysis laboratory,all samples were
on gradu,uxcept for those samples taken from the bottom of the storage
tanks, which had some salt water contand.nation. Fuel cells were exaiained
and several aircraft werc discovered to have trash in the cells that
s%;4,(d to be held to the bottom by a slunw substance similar to that found
in tho filters. baraples were taken of this sliwe and sent to a hedical
Laboratory at Cam Ranh Lay and a laboratory facility in Vung Tau. Initial

bservations frour these samiples indicated that a fungus or yeast was pre-
sent. To this date theru has been no growth frrm these sawples under lab
conditions, consuquuntly it has not been established that there was organic
iattur present. R~u±oval vf this cell cuntadination was done using apprx-
iZtoly 20 gallonS f i~bprpyl alcohol per aircraft and Jf-4. The alcohol
wa3 intrduced into the cells and allowed to set 30 minutes to ,ne hour.
It was then flushed out using pr(s5zir.gdJP-4 frci one120') ga1l-n tanker
and pulled thruugh the ful cli system using the do-fueling apparatus of
a sie.nd 1200 gal' -n tanker connected to the sm pump assembly hole.
This methud was used in lieu .f thcso prescribed by TM 55-40W5-3. All
fuel system filters were changed, the aircraft were run-up, checked for
leaks and test flown and released for operational flight. AU2 aircraft
have now been run through this process and since their completion there
h;ve bken no englne prbl;eus similar to those prior to their grounding.

(c) RLCOE1,*a'JATION. Units experiencing engine probltus under
_.LUlar clis tic c',niti1ns,inspcct the fuel cells of suspect aircraft

f r fui ! cvll cnitaiA-L .tion and to consider the use of the fuel cell
Ue k.djo pr. ccdurez ,;.bscribed above.
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(2) ermaent Bunker Cons'ruction.

(a) OBSMV CTION. bunker material (sandbags) which are used for con-
structing perwanent type bunkers deteriorate after a peric of 5 to 7
wonths.

(b) EV.LUTION. It has become necessary to rebuild bunkers construct-
ed freTL, sandbags due UL short service life. Weather creates a rapid
decay of the sandbag imterial. The personnel used to rebuild these for--
tifications must be tqken from their normal duties, which sometimes
creates manpower shortiges in critical areas.

(c) K~i1-ENDATI0N. A more perrmnent type material for sandbags
would alleviate the probl=. For permanent type installations nateri.l
such as luwber and concrete should be utilized and made available for
these projects.

(3) odification to D,-21 System.

(a) ObSERVTION. The cross over system of the XM-21 minigun has
been the source of frequent malfunctions and4 stoppages.

(b) EVLUjiTION. During this period the 281st AHC made a modification
to minigun systems that has proven noteworthy. Iather than the old armu-
nition boxes, two boxes have been installed, onu per pun, approximately
19" high by 40" long. Then cross over drive is rigged to on- end of each
box with a direct drive to the gun itself., This has eliLinated a count-
less number of stoppages caused by the cross over system. It has also
appreciably reduced stoppages because of broken links, and Jams in the
feeder dvlinker. The 281st has subnitted an EIR on this modification
along with a recomondation to the Suggestion ;twards Cormittee. This
modification allows expenditure of a.zunition, when required, .using
both guns simultaneously, also the gun will continue to fire after being
interrupted by the rockets.

Y (c) REXZO MOND N. That this modification be reviewed by units
employing the Xl.-21 ayster. for possible application to their gun systems.

f. (U) Organization. None.

(1) Tranmnission and fieception Qualty of TRC-16.

(a) OBSLRVnTlON. Transmission and reception quality of the TRC-146
high frequen.7 radio, between Battalion Headquarters and the outlying
companies was semiwhat less than indicated in its operators and repair
manual s. -
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(b) EVALUATION. Repeated trips to Lirect Support and General Support
Maintenance Lhops resulted Ili little or no improvement in quality or oper-
ability of the TRC-146,within the parameters of published specifications.
iCOLh was contacted for assistance and it was decided that an electronics
representative ue sent to check the equipment while in itu functional state
at Dong ua Trin. It was found that the connective coupling between the
terminal point of the coaxial cable and the entry point into the antenna
coupler case had been fabricated, either at the factory, or in the initial
installation and had resulted in an impedance mimatch. This impedance
rrismatch was sufliciently significant that the signal strength was atten-
uated and resulted in an appreciable degradation from optimum operating
levels, both in transmit and receive modes.

(c) ,COj*iKNDAiTl0. Utilize a AN/GRC-106 or an AN/iRC-95 radio and
perform an operational comparison check between either of those and the
ThG-146, using the same antenna. If a difference is noted in the transmit
or receive levels and is not correctable by normal maintenance means, it
is suggusted that ICO. be contqcted for anipitance,

(2) Installation and Operation of the KY28.

(a) OJobRVATiC[0. The advent of the I Y-28 Voice Encodur/Decoder into
10th CAB and the incidental retrofit to accommodate these items has posed
the requirLent to assess th: charcturistics of these itees undur field
conditions.

(b) EVALUATIONJ. Installing the K-28 into its shock ;iount, without
altering the wiring hnrness as assemulvd by ZYtL/ZYb retrofit personnel,
was almost a physical impossibility. Little foresight was used in deter-
aining the routing and hold down points, for these needed to be rerouted
from their configuration in order to have sufficient wiring length to
effect connection into the LY-28. In oerating the hY-28 it Was found
that use of the squelch disable mode on the A, control head slightly in-
creased the operational range of the set. It was further noted that
heavy foliage such as that encountered around the ran he Thuot area
significantly attenuet d the signal, when the KY-28 was in the cipher
position, as coi,pared to operating in a location where sparse vegetation
exists such as in the Ivirih !hoa at-ea.

(e) RECi.,,.DATIU.. ihat units utilize the EY-28 as often as pobsible
thus gaining knowledgc and familiarity with the opereting characteristics
of the set in various terrain.

(3) Aligrgent of the

(a) U53Si&VATION. Aligraent and adjustment has caused damage to the
aldjustaule tning slugs in the tuning coils of R.F. amplifier modules in
tie ,aC-5h radio.
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(b) JbVALUTION. The tuning slugs are securud in place by a cement
such S ullptol which a&est b rei~ovd or loosened in order for the slugs to

asa&*W. ),aintenane persunntl have attampted to remove this cernt by
plel1 &w a it with itmaw such as screwdrivers Pnd have damaged or
broken the tu&in luts In the process. Since these iterts are generally
diffisult td ootae.in In IN, te avenics shops suffer the possibility of
opi nthe problem unles., due care is exercised.

(a) RMCO-.VDATION. In order to be able to adjust the tuning slugs,
it is advisable to obtzin a 41wnt which will dissolve the cement fjffix-
ing the tuning slug to its stationary position. In the absence of solvent,
it has been found that a hu' tImn winl sufficiently soften the cemesnt to
enable the slug to be adjusted.

h. (U) Safet . Uge of Protective Gloves in Refuolin Operations.

(1) OBSLMVATION. Refueling of helicopters with JP4 has resulted in
frequent cases of skin irritation on the hands of the refueling personnel.
The leather and nomex flight gloves now being utilized during refueling
do not resist absorption of excess JP4. The fuel soaks through the glove
and makes contact with the skin of the refueler.

(2) VALUATION. To oUinate the skin irritations, the refuelers
have to Woudiately wash the JP4 from their hands with hot soapy water.
This solution is impractical since hand washing facilities are not
available at POL pointse Another course of action has ben taken by
this coamand. A rubber glove, FSN 8415-6 4-4601, used in handling
chemi sla was tested at the 4t Assault Helicopter Company. The glove
prueWd pliable enough so reftaelers had no difficulty in handling the
refueling equipment, yet the glove has not only cut down the cases of
skin irritatiin, but also has saved the flight gloves fr-x. the wenr and
tear of refueling. The rubber gloves are worn over thQ flight gloves.
The gloves also h;.ve been found to bc fire resistant.

(3) ACCjh&ND TI0N. Utiization of the rabber glove, FSN: 8415-
641-4601, in refueling should be an operational procedure to reduce cases
of skLn irritation and deterioration of flight gloves~as well as afford-
ing some protection frum fire.

~ig (U) -Kr-epn. PEhrlcal xminat ons for Flight Personnel.

(3) OVL& TION. D-e to the ned far crew chiefs and door gunners in
RYN there has een a relaxation of medical examination standards.

(2) ALhTION. The physical examinations for Class III Flying Duty

are forwarded to the 1st Aviation kr>ade *d are evaluated and approved
by the Dr ade Flight Surgo. " 3ihe. v ttandard Form 88 and 89 must be
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completed, the exo:nation given is necessarily cowplete. The physical
examination given to door gunners varies fror. excellent to very poor
throughout RV, ranbin, fro;L a coi.plete Cless III physical to a quick
superficial examination. Undoubtedly there have been flight dispensarie
where either the large vol:e of physical exarwinations required, or the
lack of adequate facilities (or both), set the scene for laxity in physical
exarAnations. A prograr. initiated in the 10th Combat iviation Lattalibn
revealed that of three-fourths cf the gunners and crew chiefs checked for
visual acuity, depth perception, peripheral ane color vision, 10.7. did
not have 20/20 vision and either needed glasses or neeced their prcscnt
glasses changed. 2.3% failed the depth perception tests, and 8.9% failedl
the color vision tests. There werc none who failed peripheral vision
tests.

(3) eeCO aD.J1iO. kriodic re-evaluation of all docr gunners an.
crew chiefs fur visual acuity, depth perception, peripheral and col)or
vision.

4 Incl- Incl I w/d, Hq, DA .
as LTC, Infantry

Conmianding

DI 6TKILUTION :
2 CINCUS.RiKC, iTTN: G?0?-DT, ,?0 96558
3 CG, U'ARV, .,TTN: .-VHGC-DST, jPO 96375
2 CG, ist Avn nde, ATTN: &VC-ii, AO 96384
7 CO, 17th CG, iTTN: ,VGD-&C, hPO 96240
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DA, Headquarters, 17th Combat Aviation Group, APO 96240 25 November 1966

TOt Commanding General, I Field Force Vietnam, ATTN: AVFA-GC-OT, APO 96350

1. (U) This headquarters has reviewed the basic letter from the 1oth
Combat Aviation Battalion. Pen and ink corrections of minor errors
have been inserted.

2. (C) This headcuarters submits the following comments.

a. Section 1, Operations.

(i) Paragraph ld(2), Operations, pages 3 through 8: Units of the
10th Combat Aviation Battalion provide aviation suppzort in the seven
southern provinces of the II Corps Tactical Zone (CTZ). The terminology
"direct support" and "general support" is incorrect. Operational control
flows from I Field Force Vietnam (I FFOCXEV) uhrough this headquarters
and the 10th Combat Aviation Battalion to each aviation company. No
aviation company is in direct support of any ground unit in the TI CTZ.
Because of close proximity to ground unit areas of operation, certain
aviation companies habitually support specific ground units, as follows:

(a) The 48th Assault Helicopter Company habitually supports the
9th ROK Infantry Division.

(b) The 92nd and 192nd Assault Helicopter Companies habitually
support Task Force South, x-hich includes the 3rd Battalion, 506th
Infantry.

(c) The 281st Assault Helicopter Company habitually provides
support throughout the battalion area of operation.

(2) Paragraph lk, Signal, page 15: CONCUR i'Ith actions taken
and results produced.

b. Section 2, Lessons Learned.

(1) Paragraph 2a(l), Clerical Personnel Qualifications, page 16:
CONCUR. However, clerical personnel unavoidably lose some proficiency
subsequent to school attendance because of thi 30 or 40-day period

required for oversea processing, leave, and travel.

(2). Paragraph 2a(2), Aviator Assigrnent, -ge 16: CONCUR with !
basic concept; however, irplemontation of the recommendation is not

feasible. Replacements lagged behind schedaled losses during the
quarter and the primary assignment concern was naintaining strengths
among like units relatively constant.
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(3) Paragraph 2b(l), Aerial Drop of Inflammablus, pages 16 and 17:
CONCUR. Recommend this headquarters not be tasked for further missions

p of this type.

(4) Paragraph 2b(2), Aerial CS Gas Drop, page 17: NONMCCUR. The
field expedient gas dispenser is safe if properly handlad and employed.
In addition, the expedient container is readily fabricated and is much
loss costly than the E158R2 Gas Dispenser.

(5) Paragraph 2b(3), Rappelling, pages 17 and 18: CONCUR. Although
the simple overhand knot reduces rope strength by forty percent, the
concept is noteworthy and should be evaluated for standard adoption.

(6) Paragraph 2b(4), Night Resupply, page 18: CONCUR with the
described method of lighting as a workable procedure to facilitate night
landingo. This headquarters will circulate a copy of tha basic letter
to inform other subordinate commands.

(7) Paragraph 2c(l), Flight Training, pages 18 and 19:

(a) NONCONCUR with the observation that units must compromise
quality by using inaxparienoed aviators to train rplcmonts. The
Standardization Section of this headouarters is manned with experienced
Instructor Pilots and is available to assist group units in training
nuwly assignod aviators; the most recent visit to the 10th Combat Aviation
Battalion was 5 through 8 November 1968.

(b) CONOMUvrith the recomundation that Instructor Pilots should
be trained in CONIS. Only experieneod aviators should be selected for
the progrem, and they should be MOI trained at the appropriate aviation
school. Although CONUS trained Instructor Pilots would require a
ten-hour incountry flight orientation, they would possess the nocessary
technical skills and ability to properly instruct inexperienced,
newly assigned aviators. f

(8) Paragraph 2c(2), UH-lH Training, p:go 19: NOINCONCUR. Aviation
Training Bulletin Number 4, this headquarters, dated 29 January 1968,
specifios that thQ battery will be in the aft position on all UH-lH
aircraft, as followee

"3. BA&ERY LOCtTION IN UH-1H. A recent study by the 17th C._G
Maintenance Section on center of gravity travel in the UH-lH
revealed that with the battery in the .forward position, the
aircraft is often out of CG limits. This occurs with a light
fuol load and average rasupply type loads. So, the word is,
put the battery in the aft location, leave it there, and
observe the rule of having.two people in the cockpit."
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AVGD-SC (9 Ncv 68) 1st Ind 25 November 1968
SUBJ;LCT: Operational fieport of 10th Combat Aviation Battalion for Period

Ending 31 October 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

(9) Paragraph 2c(3), Crewchief and Doorgunner Training, page 19:
CONCUR. The 10th Combat Aviation Battalion is pr- sently sh rt fifty
orewchiefs (MOS 67N20). This headquarters provide3 qualified replace-
ments when received, and each battalion receives a prorata share.
Until the strength of the battalion reaches 100 percent, it vll be
necessary to conduct OJT for crewchiefs.

(10) Paragraph 2d, Security Forces, pages 19 and 20: CONCUR.
The 52nd Security Platoon, with an authorized strength of 152 personnel,
is assigned to this group. A formal security survey conducted on
19 November 1968 recommended that your headquarters relidve the 52nd
Combat Aviation Battalion of all tactical operational reouireients in
their assigned area of operation adjacent to Camp Holloway. The 52nd
Security Platoon currently satisfies these tactical requirements. This
headquarters is preparing a letter requesting relief from the 30 square
kilometer area of operation near Holloway. Upon approval of the request,
this headquarters will redeploy segments of tho 52nd Security Platoon
to provide internal and perimeter security for group units at Kontum,
Holloway, and Ban Me Thuot.

(11) Paragraph 2e(l), Fuel Cell Contamination, page 20: CONCUR.
The fuel cell cleaning procedvre described is appropriate. The Cam
Ranh Petroleum Laboratory recommended the use of alcohol. Alcohol,
JP4, or JP5 with manual agitation has proven effXctive for cleaning
in the past. Recoimaend that fuel cells be inspected, and cleaned if,
necessary, during every third periodic inspection.

(12) Paragraph 2e(2), Permanent Bunker Construction, page 21:
CONCUR. Permanent buners can bo constructed using bricks or rocks
and cemennt, and would afford more piotection during attacks. Although
more expensive to build, brick or rock bunkers would be cheaper over
an extended veriod because of savings in maintenancc over sandbag
bunkers. The following lcsson learned is an extract from t-.... Operational
Report of the 223rd Combat Support Aviation Battalion for thz pcriod
ending 31 July 1968:

(a) OBSERVATION. Locally constructed bunkers of sand/laterite/cment
bricks are less expensive and require less upk3ep than sandbag bunkers.

(b) EVALUATION. Sar4begs cost 28 to 36 cents each and detorioriate
rapidly, requiring replacement within three to six months. Bricks of
sand, laterite, and cement can be constructed locally at an average cost

of five cents each using brick press machines such as issued to manySpecial Forces Camps. Two bricks replace one sand-bag. Brick bunkers
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AVGD-SC (9 Nov 68) ist Ind 25 November 1968
SUBJCTt Operational thport of 10th Combat Aviation Battalion for Period

Ending 31 October 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI) (U)

require a wall thickness of four bags. Although brick construction
requires more tim, the finished structure is permanent, silf supporting,
provides more effactive protection, and requires no maintenance. Five
laborers can produce 350 bricks per day and can build a four-man bunker
of 12 by 12 by 6 feet in five days. The brick structure costing 45
dollars replaces a sandbag bunker costing 400 dollars.

(c) LCOW21DATION. Provide portable brick press machines to
thito on fixed installations, and replace sandbag bUnkers v4th permanent
brick structures.

(13) Paragraph 2o(3), XM-21 Subsystem, pege 21: CONCUR. hacomnond
higher hvaaquarters evaluate the concopt f6r possible future standars!
adoption. Ammunition boxes should not contain more than 6400 rounds, or
the'aircraft could be overloaded.

(14) Pararaph 2g(1), TRC-146, pages 21 and 22: COIRCU. The
"operator and repair manuals" referred to in paragraph 2g(1)(a), p'.ge 21,
are actually manufacturers publications. The battalion has offectively
used the services of ECO personnel. The 1st Aviation Brigade Signal
Officer is currently conducting a st-uy of ,he A/TRC-146 maintenance
system. Results of this study should improve and disperse the general
support maintenance capability for th- radio set throughout the 4wpublic
of Vietnam.

(15) Para~rari'2g(2), KY-28, page 22: CONCUR. On cable clamp
must be removed from the bottom of the mount to allow the c.ble to extend
sufficiently for connection to the KY-28. Once the set is properly
installed, the problem is elimin:.tod.

(16) Paragraph 2g(3), AN/A1C-54, pages 22 and 23: CONCUg. This
hadquarters will query other subordinitte commands for an evaluation of
the stated racommendtion and for additional suggested solutions to tho
problem.

(17) Para-raph 2h, Protectivj Gloves, page 23: CONCUR. This
hoadouarters will circulate a copy of the basic letter to appraise

* other subordinate commandi of this worthwhile recommendation.

(18) Paragraph 2i, Physical Zxaminations, pages 23 and 24: CONCUR.
The improved eximination and screening of doorgunners and cr.,wchiefs
pinpointod a problem area which precipitated thorough evaluations
throughout the group. Physical standards for these porsonnel have boon
rigidly applied, and they will be closely and carefully examined in the
future.
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AVGD-SC (9 Nov 68) 1st Ind 25 Novnbor 1968
SUBJECT: ONeational Raport of 10th Combat Aviation attalion for Period

E-ading 31 October 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (Ri) (U)

c. Section 3. Hoadquarturea Departm-nt of the Army Survey Informtion.
The 10th Combat Aviation Battalion h,%d no input during the quarte.r for
the DA survey on escape, evasion, and survival.

FOR THE COIAMDEh:

ire
JOSEPH C. LE Li

UT, AGC
Adj utant

CF: Z
2 ACSFOR, DA, Washington, DC 20310
8 CO, 10th CAB

i i
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AVvA-GC-T (9 Nov 68) 2d Ind
SUBJECTs Operational Report of 10th Combat Aviation Battalion for

Period Ending 31 October 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (Ri) (U)

DA, Headquarters, I Field Force Vietnam, APO 96350

TO C6dknding Geniral, let Aviation Brigade, APO 96384

(C) This headquarters has evaluated subject report and indorsement
and makes the following oommentse

a. Reference paragraph 2b(2), Section 2, page 17, Aerial CS Gas
Drop. Nonconcur for reasons stated by the 17th Combat Aviation, let
Indorsement. This headquarters has monitored operations using the
field expedient gas dispenser and found it to be safe when employed
by trained personnel.

b. Reference paragraph 2c(l), Section 2, pages 18 and 19, Flight
Training and Standardization of Newly Assigned Aviators. Nonconcur
for reasons stated by the 17th Combat Aviation Group, let Indorsement.

o. Reference paragraph 2c(2), Section 2, page 19, Standardiza-
tion of UH-lH Training. Nonconour for reasons stated by the 17th Com-
bat Aviation Group, 1st Indorsement. Additionally, paragraph 12-116,
TM 55-1520-210-20 specifies that the battery should be mounted in the
aft position when armor seats are installed in the helicopter.

FOR TH COMMANDE-s

!PT!

Cy furns
17th Gbt Avn Gp

CONFIDENTIAL

30



CONFIDENTIAL

AVB..C (9 Nov 68) 3d Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 10th Combat Aviation Battalion for

Period Ending 31 October 1968 RCS CSFOR (Ri) (U)

DA, HEADQUARTERS, 1ST AVIATION BRIGADE, APO 96384 17 OF r lqRm

THRU# Commanding General, United States Army Vietnam, ATTN: AVHGC-DST,
APO 96375
Commander-in-Chief, United States Army Pacific, ATN: GPOP-OT,
APO 96558

TOt Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D.C., 20310

1. (U) This headquarters has reviewed this report, considers it to be

adequate, and concurs with the contents.

2. (C) The following additional comments are considered pertinent:

a. Paragraph lf(4), page 11. This headquarters concurs with th4
concept of fcrming battalion Assistance Teams to improve the maintenance
posture of any subordinate unit.

b. Paragraph lf(5), page 11. Nomex flight gloves remain in short
supply. USAICC is requisitioning 5,000 pair per month for replacement
issues. Both the old brown flying gloves and the gray leather gloves
will be stocked until adequate supplies of the Nomex gloves are available.
Approximately 2,000 pair of sun glasses have been issued to units in
the past few weeks. Present stock is 700 pair in the Qui Nhon depot and
1,200 pair in the Da Nang depot. Requisitions for 12,000 pair for stock
have been sent to CONUS. They are being shipped by Sea-Land in unmarked
containers for security purposes.

c. Paragraph lh, page 15 andpmwagraph 2i, page 23. Medical quali-
fication requirements for crew chiefs (Flying class 3) and door gunners
are prescribed in AR 40-501, USARV Regulation 40-43, and lot Aviation
Brigade Regulation 40-2. At present, the local flight surgeon certifies
class 3 exams if they are qualified. If the individual is disqualified
and requests a waiver, it is forwarded through channels to HQ, USARV for
action by the USARV A iation '-edicine Consultant. (At present he is
also the 1st Aviation Brigadc Surgeon..) No waiver is approved for flying
class 3 unless recommended oy the examining flight surgeon and the unit
commander. Experience has shown that a large percentage of the individuals
with appropriate MOS's cannot pass class 3 standards. The commander has
the choice of accepting an individual with waivered defects or to continue
looking for fully medically qualified personnel. Door gunners require a
certificate from the examining flight surgeon based upon a records
check and generc-l examination. A complete class 3 exam is not feasible due
to the numbers involved. Qualifination will be a function of the flight
surgeon's evaluation and the commander's desires. Again, experience in-
dicates that if the FS adheres to strict standards on these exams, it is
difficult to obtain adequate numbers of individuals. A recurring problem

CONFIDENTIAL

-- -- - .-------- -



CONFIDENTIAL

kAA-C 1 7 IEC 1968
SUBJECT: Operational Report of lOth Combat Aviation Battalion for

Period Ending 31 October 1968 RCS OSFOR (RI) (U)

in vietnam has been the practice of placing individuals on flight status
long before he is examined. When major defects are discovered the com-
mnnders in some cases have insisted that waivers be obtained because
"you're just taking away his money" and "he has to fly anyway." The
requirement for periodic examinations or-reexaminations of individuals on
flying status in RVN has been waived by DA unless deemed necessary by the
flight surgeon or commander. Based upon the above comments periodic
exams would appear of questionable value as a general rule since we
already know many individuals have defects. The battalion surgeon, how-
ever, i eerfectly free to reexamine anyc he believes requires it,
at any time. Comments by the battalion surgeon of the 10th CAB regarding
examinations "throughout RVN" are inappropriate because of his liited
sphere of information and concern. Any deficiency in quality of examina-
tion within the 10th CAB is his responsibility to correct.

d. Pa-agraph 2a(l), page 16 and paragraph 2b(l), lst Indoriement.
This heedquarters concurs with unit's recemmendatione concerning clerical
personnel. Many 70AIl and 71B20 personnel observed by this headquaiters
have been school trained in their M0S although ACB scores indicated low
aptitude for the clerical and administrative fields.

e. Paragraph 2c, page 18. Concur. ist Aviation Brigade is currentl.,
conducting a UH-1 IP School to train and standardize operational UH-I
IP's in all units throughout the Brigade. A one week refresher course
is conducted for those IP's who have previously attended a USAAVN 110I
course and a two week course for those personnel, recommended by unit
commanders, who have not completed an M0I IF course. The ultimate goal
of the school ir to train a minimum of two standardized Brigade IP's in
each AHC or Air Cavalry Troop, and one in each Battalion, Squuuron or
Group Standardization Section.

f. Paragraph 2c(2)t page 19, paragraph 2b(8), Ist Indorsement
and paragraph c 2d ILdorsement. Battery should be located in the position
that affor& the aircraft the best CG during a given mission. It is the
responsibility of the operator to infure that the aircraft is operated
within CO limits at all timcs and to determine which configuration
(1attery in forward or rear p( vition) is best for his mission. There
iL no constant ORule of the Thumb".

g. Paragraph 2c(3), page 19 and paragraph 2b(9), let Indorsement.
A three and one half week course W oarrently being conducted at Fort
uoker, Alabama to train basic entry maintenance personnel (MS 67A10)

au aircraft doorgunners (MDS 67AJF). The training however, is insufficient
to fill the requirements of aviation units iu RVN. An OJT program must

still be conducted after the individual arrives in-country to familiarize
him ith unit SOP's, methods of operation and to augment training received

at th' forinl door tw.,Lmrz school in CONUS.
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17 DEC 1Yb8
SUBJECTs Operational Report of loth Combat Aviation Battalion for

Period Ending 31 October 1968 RCS CSFOR (RI) (U)

h. Paragraph 2d, page 19 and paragraph 2b(10), Ist Indorsement.
5L Concur with need for extra security guard personnel. However, individual

locations will determine exact number required. The security guard prob-
lem is recognized by USARV and some security gua-1 spaces have been al-
located to the CAGs. USARV G-3 Force Development indicates that extra
spaces for security force personnel are not available. Personnel for
a security force must therefore come from in country assets. Unit request
for such personnel should be made to GAG HQ for reevaluation of security
force personnel at that level.

i. Paragraph 2e(l), page 20 and paragraph 2b(Il), 1st Indorsement.
Message containing information has been dispatched to all Brigade Groups
for their consideration.

j. Paragraph 2e(2), page 21 and paragraph 2b(12), lst Indorsement.
Penepriming of sandbags doubles service life of sandbags, however, for
more permanent type of bunker construction, fortification materials,
i.e., lumber, can be requested through supply channels or from supporting
engineer units. Normally, cement is available only for MCA construction.

k. Paragraph 2c(3), page 21 and paragraph 2b(13), Ist Indorsement.
USARV Aviation Armament Section and the 34 GS Group have been apprised
of the modification mentioned in this report. 34th Group will study
the moeification, if it is approved they will issue instructions to
modify all XK-21 systems in country.

1. Paragraph 2h(1), page 23 and paragraph 2b(17), lst Indorsement.
The rubber glove, FSN 8415-641-4601, presently being utilized by the
48th AHO, is not authorized for this purpose in CTA 50-901, dated 5 Oct 66.
However, rubber glove FSN 8415-823-7455, LIN J69845, is authorized, 1
pair per individual when duty requires hand protection from organic sol-
vents. Authority found in CTA 50-901, page 46. Recommend that rubber
glove, FSN 8415-823-7455, be utilized by refueling personnel. This item
is authorized and can be requisitioned through normal supply channels.

FOR THE COMMANDERt

I:LEE S. PETEM5ON
[I ILT, A (;-

rASST ADJ @LN
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AVHG-DST (9 Nov 68) 4th Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 10th Combat Aviation Battalion for Period

Ending 31 October 1968.RCS CSFC-65 (Ri) (U)

HEADQUARTERS, UVITED STATES ARMY, VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 96375 2 U uLJL 1968

TO: Commander in Chief, United States ArW, Pacific, ATTN: .&POP-DT,
APO 96558

1. This headquarters has reviewed the Operational hport-Lossons Learned
for the quarterly period ending 31 October 1968 from Headquarters, 10th
Combat Aviation Battalion.

2. Comments follow:

a. Reference item concerning qualifications of clerical personnel, page

16, paragraph 2a(l) an" 3d Indorsement, paragraph 2d. This headquarters
will initiate a survey throughout USARV to determine the specific problems.
Based on the results, action will be initiated to remedy the situation.

b. Reference item concerning flight standardisation and training of
newly assigned aviators, page 18, paragraph 2e(l); 1st Indorsement, para-
graph 2:(7); 2d Indorsement, paragraph b; and 3d Indorsement, paragraph-
2e. Concur with comments in the indorsements.

FOR THE COMADE,

W. C. ARNTZ
CPT, AG"A:'.. ti t nt A tant -Cen d,4

Cy furn:
HQ 1st Avn Bde
HQ flth CAB
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GPOP-DT (9 Nov 68) 5th Ind (U)
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 10th Combat Aviation Battalion~ for Period 4

Ending 31 October 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (Rl)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 10JN99

TO: Aasistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding indorsements
and concurs in the report as indorsed.

FOR THE CCI*IADER IN CHIEF:

C. L.. SHORr
CPT, AGC

Aut AG

i-E
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OQERTI014" RSULTS S 'OF 31 OCTOBER 1968

1. (C) Results.

Cargo
Sorties Troops Lifted Enenr Structures Sampansunit Flown Lifted (TQNS) ICU Dam Dest Dams Dest

HHD i0 CAB 70 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
48 A c 32577 51379 2605 12 0 0 0 0
92 AHC 15686 23017 2482 0 0 0 0 0
155 AtC 21224 32649 739 29 0 0 0 0
192 AH{C 18719 30964 748 12 14 6 0 6
243 AHC 10596 30027 13128 0 0 0 0 0
281 jiC 14478 25162 166 75 25 26 o -=

10 CAB 113354 193-196 78 12 39 32 0 10

2. (C) Losses.

; Lircraft LostUnio Aircraft Damaged
Type Nr peN

HRD 30 CAB 0 0
U6 LJC 0UH-M ~ 2

92 AHC UH-iC 2 (
UH-IB 2

15 x HS Un-J1C 3
19? MIC t'H-1D 2 N-1H 7

17 UB-1H 1 tiR-ID 1w
UH-1c 2243 ASHC CH-T47A I C-47A 12

261 AC tl-R 1UH-31 6
UH-2.C 

4I
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AIRCRAFT STATUS AS OF 31 OCTOBER 1968

UH-lc UH-lD/H CH-47A U6-A

UNIT Auth OH Auth OH Auth OH Auth OH

Ho 2 2 1

S48 AHc 8 7 23 20

92 AHC 8 6 23 19

155 AC 8 8 23 20

192 AHC 8 7 23 19

281 AHC 8 8 23 39

243 ASHC 16 17

10 CAB 40 36 117 99 16 17

* 48 AHC has "B" Models.
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The following items are recommended for inclusion in the Lessons Learned
Index:
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* SUBJECT TITLE ___'

** FOR OT RD #

***PAGE # ___
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SUBJECT TITLE
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PAGE #
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SUBJECT TITLE _

FOR OT RD #
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ITEM 4
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FOR OT RD # _ "
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FOR OT RD #

I PAGE #
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** FOR OT RD # : Appears in the Reply Reference line of the Letter of Trans-
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